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China’s biggest hike in military spending in three years, with its defence budget
set to cross $ 130 billion in the coming year should make countries like India
sit up. While Chinese officials said the increase was in keeping with the size
of China’s growing economy and in line with what most countries spend in
terms of percentage of GDP, the 12.2 percent hike is mammoth. China’s
spending now dwarfs that of countries in the region, and is second only to the
US, which spends over $ 600 billion on defence. Chinese military analysts
explained the hike as a response to China’s chalienges in the region, such as
ongoing territorial differences with Japan over East China Sea islands, and
recent disputes in the South China Sea. But it would be foolhardy to ignore
that Chinese hegemonism could be a threat to India as well.




