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Malayalam cinema’s much loved actor Thilakan may no longer be alive.
But he will be a daily presence in Kerala’s homes, for not a day passes
without one of his films being telecast on one of the numerous local TV
channels. Thilakan, 74, who passed away on Monday after spending a
month in hospital, was first a stage actor who started his career in the mid-
1950s. He took the Malayalam film industry by storm with his first film,
“Ulkadal” (1979). He has since acted in nearly 300 films in various south
Indian languages. His “Uustad Hotel” is currently running in theatres in the
state. It has done well in the box office, and Thilakan stars with superstar
Mammootty’s son, Dulgar Salman, in it. Thilakan also appeared recently in
“Indian Rupiah” and “Spirits”, both directed by Renjith. Thilakan was born
in Ayroor in Pathanamthitta district, Kerala. His father worked on an estate
in Idukki district, and that is where he spent his early childhood. Although
much success had come Thilakan’s way early as an actor, his personal
life was fraught with pain, and he would not divulge much about his home.
His two sons, Shammi and Shobhi, work as dubbing artistes in films,
Shammi has also played the role of a villain in some films.




