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The Supreme Court on Friday asked the Election Commission to bring out a
proposal that could be formulated to enable the soldiers, who cast their
votes through postal ballots or through proxies, to exercise their franchise
at the place of their posting. A Bench headed by Justice R M Lodha sought
the EC’s views on a petition filed by an Army officer's wife and advocate
Neela Gokhale on Monday. This is the second petition in two months seeking
voting rights for soldiers at the place of their posting. The soldiers may be
registered as voters in the constituency where they are serving or posted at
the relevant time as ordinary residents of that constituency. This will enable
them to cast their vote in person and reduce expenses involved in postal
ballot system and eliminate the violation of secrecy of vote in the proxy
procedure.




