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The award has
given me

the validation

- that | wanted as
- an artist.
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ASANTHI

" A RAHMAN BROTHERS CINEMA

evertheless in life a human

being has not enjoyed the
ecstacy of accomplishments with-
out zealous submission of self to
the fire in the belly. This fire nur-
tures the faculties of the inner core
to bring out a sign of your nature.
Each time you fall and the knees
hit the floor in despair, it will call
you to rise up and chase the dreams.

Swasika Vijay, who bagged
the State Award for Best Character
Actress for her title role in the movie
Vasanthi is on the pinnacle of happi-
ness after receiving an award for the
least expected movie. Although, she
is there in the industry for a decade,
it took that time to establish her-
self as a leading actress. Thus and
so, she has more to share about her
determination for a breakthrough.

Now dfter receiving the state
award, you are established as an
artist in the Malayalam film indus-
try. With that note, how would you
like to choose movies in the future?

Yes, the award has given me
the validation that I wanted as an
artist. But it does’t make me move

into a particular direction of choic-
es or preferences. All that I wanted
from the beginning was to be part
of good films. As well as work with
good directors and scripts. This
award has become a pivotal stage in
my career and I hope it would help
me step into good projects. That’s it.

Vasanthi is a typical Indi-
an woman who is circumstan-
tially becoming a prostitute- a
bit to negative role. Do you
think it will narrow the chanc-
es of getting positive lead roles?

Not at all. See, as the movie be-
gins Vasanthi is an ordinary young
girl, an orphan who leaves her
home to live a better life. During
the course of time, she confronts
the dark realities of life that was not

i SN0 — \

soothing for a woman. Eventhough
it seems weird, it will make the au-
dience empathize with the fatalities
of a woman. Moreover, the story of
Vasanthi is not unknown to Indian
audience, rather the way of sto-
rytelling is what makes it unique.

The experiences with the 'Vas-
anthi' team?

Siju Wilson, the co-star and the
producer of the movie brought the
story to me. After reading the script,
I committed for the project. That
kind of a role didn’t bothered me
because character image was out of
business. I was interested in the sto-
ry. The shoot was completed in 2018
itself. Anyway that was a bonafide
attempt and so thrilled on its success.

Morsccode

A known cine artist who is well
known as a dancer!

How long have you been
studying dance?

Almost 23 years. Dancing was
something which I started off as my
childhood passion. Kalamandalam
Sumati teacher from Perumbavoor
was my first guru. Later, I took the
Bachleors degree in Bharatanatyam
from Shankara College, Kaladi.

Dream as a dancer?

I have a plan to start a dancing-
school, something that’s in me. But
before venturing into it, I should
make sure that I can manage it.
Right now it is not that easy and I
don't want to assign someone and
stay back watching how it is pro-
gressing. Until I get confirmed
on my preferences it will remain
as a dream. So, no decisions yet.

Generally, the characters that
you choose are typical, tradition-
al but bold. How does it work?

Nothing complicated, those are
the comfort zones. Such charac-
ters are my favourites. I seldom
love doing cute, bubbly charac-
ters and I don't think I can work

it out well. Doing traditional
and bold characters are demand-
ing. I never wanted to experi-
ment and mess it up. No big deal.

OO 2020
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It’s great to see a person evolve
from television serials to bigscreen.
How do you feel about it?

I should say it’s a blessing. In
my case everything happens in the
reverse pattern. When [ started act-
ing in serials the hope of entering
into movies narrowed down. At the
same time, many of my wellwish-
ers discouraged me. Meantime, I
debuted my career with Tamil mov-
ies, all because of blessings and
encouragement of movie lovers.

How about
encourage-
ment  from

family ? { i
My fam- .

ily has zero
connections

with film in-
dustry but they never
said a no to any of my
choices. They are very
supportive and encour-
aging and it has made a
great feeling in my family.

Swasika is busy with her
schedule and will be seen with
Suraj Venjaranmoodu in a mov-
ie directed by M. Padmakumar.
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Book Review/A Journey of Russian History Through The Eyes of One Man

Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towels, Published by Windmill Books is exquisitely propped and styled

with a pleasurable work of historical fiction. The book has interesting characters, romance, art, philoso-
phy, tragedies and a ray of hope in the end. The author takes the reader on a journey of Russian history through the
eyes of one man. A Russian Aristocrat, Count Alexander Elliot Rostov, faces charges for writing a revolutionary
poem in his college days. Since Mr Count has friends in high places, the Bolsheviks spare him from death but
keeps him under house arrest in the luxurious Metropole Hotel for the next thirty years.
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The beautifully written passages are poignant reminders of
what 1t means to have dignity and
what it means to be a gentleman or a gentle person.

The book opens with Mr Count
being marched out of the Kremlin
across Red Square and through the
doors of this historic hotel is where
Mr Count and the reader spend the
next few years.

The story takes place entirely in
one location which might sound un-
interesting, but that’s a testament to
a masterful storyteller, Amor Tow-
els. He not only makes his unlikely
protagonist, endearing and lovable
but vividly brings to life the world
within the Metropole Hotel such
that one never feels bored or claus-
trophobic.

The book gives a notion of what
captivity means. The novelist con-
structs the building with enough life
and a personality, that one doesn’t
feel trapped inside the space and en-
vironment around the hotel. Space
becomes bigger in which life gets
unfolded.

Amor Towels brings a light
touch in the scary new politics tak-
ing place out of the doors while Mr
Count is living in the hotel. The sto-
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ry crafted in the entire Stalinist Era
frames famine, the upheaval, purg-
es, and the Second World War. The
period chosen for the story construc-
tion is the time very challenging for
Russia and the Russian population.
The novelist brings in a delicate
balance in the story construction.

Though one may not have ex-
perienced a real house arrest, how
many around the world would have
explored the world around rather
than float through life, taking grant-
ed for the same things seen every
day. Mr Count presumes that he
knew every part of the hotel until
he befriends a young girl who gives
him a key that opens up the world
around him, from the basement to
the rooftop. It is with delicacy Mr
Count grows in his ultimate rebel-
lion.

Hints come when lifelong friend
Mishka laments his own forced
literary censorship and his words
return in full after his death to re-
inforce the extraordinary taste of
being elsewhere.

Morsccode
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ABOVE: Scene From the Movie
‘Gentleman in Moscow’, adapta-
tion of this novel
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Mr Count masters the circumstances
that come across his life, even when
incarcerated for life in the hotel.
He makes friends, gives an optimis-
tic speech and confounds them with
his ability to master anything. He
looks outside at the changing world
from inside the hotel, doesn’t feel
bitter about what has happened. In-
stead, he realizes that he is the luck-
iest man in Russia.

The author tells the story in the
third person. However, there is a
strong sympathy between the pro-
tagonist and the author. As a whole,
the author has portrayed Mr count as
a charming man with his story hid-
ing the vile repression of the Soviet
Union. Though the book is a long
read, it reminds the reader on the
simple superpower that one possess-
es, the power of observation. Our
world, no matter where we are and
how small it is, is only limited by
our curiosity and our imagination.

The beautifully written passages
are poignant reminders of what it
means to have dignity and what it

means to be a gentleman or a gentle
person. The Count may be of a high-
er class but is abundantly clear that
manners, integrity, loyalty, speaking
and acting have nothing to do with
that, and everything to do with the
innate character of the individual.
The book reminds the beauty with
a light mix of humour and drama in
life. The author takes one through
serious subject matters. In this case,
the author has brought in turbulent
times after the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion for infusing the universal truths
about life.

This novel is not just a story with
thrilling conflicts but a story with
charming encounters.

Above everything else “A Gen-
tleman in Moscow” is a great story;
a reminder of the graciousness of
real class, not on monetary terms
but on the moral discipline that nev-
er goes out on the trend.
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Film Review/Knives Out

NOTHING BRINGS A FAMILY TOGETHER LIKE MURDER

CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER

15
THE PATRIARCH

Knives Out

“Evidence can tell a false story and everyone can lie”

he Rian Johnson film, Knives Out, is delight-

fully a witty mystery with mild twists and turns
that leaves the audience guessing. Inspired by Agatha
Christie style murder mystery, Johnson staged one
with some modern twist. All the expected whodunnit
elements are there in the movie; mist, dogs, a large
mysterious mansion, and a dysfunctional family.

Within the first few seconds, we have a murder;

Harlan Thrombey, a mystery writer and wealthy pub-
lishing magnate has been found dead in his study with
his throat slit. It was just a suicide case until the arrival
of famous detective Benoit Blanc, played by Daniel
Craig. He arrives at the scene of the crime and has a
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ready set of suspects to start his investigation.
Thrombey’s children, their partners and kids had
gathered in his mansion to celebrate his 85th birth-
day, and next morning his maid Fran found him dead.
Later, we discover every one of them has hidden some
secrets and a motive to kill Thrombey. There is anger,
cheating, both on the personal and professional fronts,
and there is Marta, Thrombey’s nurse, played by Ana
de Armas who finds herself the centre of these events.
This film is not just a fun-mystery to decode. It has
an element of social satire too. Throughout the film,
we repeatedly hear about Martas kindness and honesty
while revealing as an immigrant. The whole family
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claims that they love Marta, but
they could not even remember from
which country Marta came, and so
not invited for Thrombey’s funeral.

Benoit Blanc, played by Daniel
Craig, brings out the right blend of
intellect and humour to describe
him as the last of the gentleman
sleuth. At one point he is expound-
ing about how his work is like
Pynchon’s Gravity rainbow. With a
bunch of competent performers like
Jame Lee Curtis, Michael Shannon,
Tomi Collette, Don Johnson, Chris
Evans, and Rian Johnson made the
audience sidetracked from the real
mystery.

Johnson presents himself in
familiar settings like a dysfunc-
tional family and an exaggerated
detective. Every act has been
cleverly put together, and just when
you think you have heard it all
and have figured it all out, the plot
twists. The movie is one of a kind
classically inspired murder mystery
for the new generation of movie
lovers.

Knives Out is a sleek game of
cat and mouse. The main setting,
the mansion itself is a stately
manor with dark corners, creak-
ing stairs and a warren of richly
appointed rooms shrouded in se-
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crets. Together, the rooms create a
claustrophobic maze. It has statues,
rugs, secret staircase, chairs made
by Thrombey’s collection of knives
and his signature coffee cup that
states My House, My Rules, My
Coffee. The production design by
David Crant and Art direction by
Jeremy Woodward and the set dec-
oration by David Schlesinger made
it a visual treat from start to finish.
Now,Rian Johnson, best known
for directing Star Wars: The Last
Jedi, the writer-director started
his career with movies like neo-
noir,Brick, comedy caper,The
Brothers Bloom and sci-fi crime
drama,Looper. Across all his films,
Johnson incorporates story ele-
ments that subvert expectations,
delivering twists viewers won’t see
coming. Johnson’s particular talent
of keeping audiences on their toes
is on full display with Knives Out
Every aspect of Knives Out
- from Johnson’s directing and
Craig’s southern drawl to the sat-
isfyingly chilling score and intri-
cately detailed set design comes
together to form this lush, capti-
vating murder mystery.Knives Out
has a sense of glee that is infectious
and is an enjoyable, witty murder
mystery.

Film Review/Knives Out

OPPOSITE PAGE: Movie Poster
BELOW: Scenes from the Movie
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Pursue a career in Journalism and
Mass Communication ...

DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM
DON BOSCO ARTS AND SCIENCE
COLLEGE, ANGADIKKADAVU
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